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BLUE SWALLOW SURVEY, Nyanga National Park 9 -.10 Novenber 1996

This is our chance to do sonething towards the conservation of the Blue

Swal low in particular, and birds in general. It is hoped that a Blue
Swal | ow expert from South Africa will attend. PLEASE come and hel p! It
will be a fun weekend. Let’s fly the OAZ flag high and not be found
want i ng. If you can make it contact Dave Gray on Harare 885406 and advise
if you require accomodati on. There will be a briefing on Friday 8th
Novenber in the hall opposite Rhodes Nyanga Hotel. Di nner will be provided

by the Hotel at a special rate.

NATI ONAL  AGM
The National Annual General Meeting will be held on 22nd March 1997. Pl ease
nake a note in your 1997 diary. Further details in the next issue.

MASHONALAND BRANCH ACTI VI TI ES

Quti ngs
1. Mukuvisi Wodl ands: Sunday 3rd Novenmber 1996 and 1st Decenber 1996. Meet
at Paget Road entrance at 6.30 a.m There will be a vehicle guard in

att endance.

2. Lake Chivero Bird Sanctuary: Sunday 10th Novenber 1996 and 8th Decenber
1996. Meet at Marinba Shopping Centre at 6.30 a.m Begi nners are very
wel cone. Bring your chairs. See Page 2



Sat urday Afternoons

1. 16th Novenber 1996. Crundall Brothers Ostrich Farm off den Forest
Road. Meet at Shell Garage, Borrowdal e Road opposite SamLevy's Village
at 2.00 p.m A good area of m onmbo and grassl and.

2. No Decenber outing.

Sunday Quti ngs

1. No Quting in Novenber because of the Hi ppo Pools weekend - Friday 22nd -
Sunday 24th Novenber 1996.

2. 8th Decenber 1996. End of year breakfast at Lake Chivero Bird Sanctuary.
Pl ease conplete tear-off if you wll be attending. Meet at Marinba
Shoppi ng Centre.

Weekend Quti ngs

Ri fa Weekend - 13th-16th Decenber 1996. See attached formfor details.

Eveni ng Meeti ngs

Thur sday eveni ng. 21st Novenber 1996. John Sievi wll talk on Birds’

nests. Venue: Al exandra Sports Cub between Blakiston and Prince Edward

Streets. Tine 6 for 6.30 p.m Cash bar avail abl e.

No Decenber neeting.

EASTERN DI STRI CTS Bl RD CLUB

Chai r man: M K. Dixon 62662 Mut are

Recor der: M A B (Tony) Curtis 60281 Mutare

Quti ngs

Sat urday 9th Novenber 1996 Bvunba 2.00 p.m

Sunday 24th Novenber 1996. Cynara Farm 6.30 a.m

Sat urday 16t h Decenber 1996. Drifters 2.00 p.m

The group assenbles at the Miseum in Aerodrone Road at the time stated.
Transport and binoculars are available if prior notice is given. Cont act

Ken Di xon 62882 (hone) or Tony Curtis 60281 (hone).

VMATABELELAND BRANCH

Fut ure Progranme

Friday 1st Novenber 1996. Bird ID and Video Evening. A potpourri of
identification problems: <calls, video clips and pictures. Venue: 34
Hol dengarde Avenue at 8 p. m

Sunday 8th Decenber 1996. Christmas Social. A mdday braai at Mbukuwene.
Meet from 12.30 p.m onwards at Mbukuwene or contact Martin Smith for
details.

Quti ngs

Mat opos weekend 15th - 17th Novenber 1996. We have invited the Botswana
Bird Club to visit Matopos and intend to canp at Mlene, arriving Friday
afternoon departing Sunday. All interested to contact Martin Smith.

Sunday 15th Decenber 1996. G adstone Farm | ngwe Lodge, Matopos. W have
been invited to this attractive area to draw up a bird checklist for the
| odge. Further details contact Martin Smith or Warren Goodw n.

Al sl eby

Sunday 1st Decenber 1996: A slight departure from our normal nonth end date
due to other QAZ outings. (See Mdlands progranmme), which




nmenbers might like to attend. Meet at Aisleby boom at 7 a.m or contact
Martin Smth.

M DLANDS BRANCH

Co-ordi nator: M B WBeekes P O Box 55 Shurugwi 152-6422

Saturday 26th October 1996. Hope Valley Farm (M Tommy Venter), Gaeru.
25km Kwekwe side of Gaeru. Meet at farmat 7 for 7.30 a.m Bring your
lunch and refreshnents.

Weekend Friday 22nd to 24th Novenber 1996. Central Estates, Muna. Ther e
is a Southern Carm ne Bee—eater colony here. Directions — near the 167km
peg on the Harare/M/uma road there is a sign ‘ZHA next to a buffalo skull.
Proceed along this road for about 5 km to the canp. This is a self-
catering, canping weekend. Toi l et and shower facilities are available. It
is hoped to organise a slide show for Saturday evening. The branch will
hold its AGM on the 24th at 12 noon.

REPORTS

Mashonal and

Weekend 30t h August — 1st Septenber 1996

Ei ght Mashonal and birders joined with Ndlands and Matabel e nenbers for a
nost enjoyabl e weekend at SEBAKWE POORT and Echo Park, KWEKWE. The | ess
adventurous who could not bring thenselves to negotiate the cliff face with
only a piece of fencing wire for support, missed seeing a pair of African
Finfoot and an immature. A good count of 11 Raptors and 4 Robins besides
numer ous ot her species were seen but the main feature was the Bl ack Storks.

Wiat a fantastic sight. Thank you Bernard for organising this weekend.
Dave G ay.

Sat urday 21st Septenber 1996, GLETWN Q@S 1731C3

It is obvious that birding cannot conpete with Davis Cup tennis because only
5 menbers attended this outing. Al 't hough the species count was only 49 we
did see our first European Bee—eaters and Barn Swall ows of the season. Two
Wahl berg’'s Eagles circled overhead and an African Hawk-eagl e took off as we
parked our vehicles. This is an interesting area close to Harare.

Dave G ay.

Eastern Districts

Saturday 10th August 1996, CYNARA Farm QDS 1832D3

The day started badly; the pair of Cardinal Wodpecker who had delighted us
for weeks courting, hole-excavating, feeding their nestlings tirelessly, had
definitely gone. A young African Harrier-hawk had, despite protests from
bul buls, Crowned Hornbills, the woodpeckers and others, succeeded in
anni hilating the happy famly. I needed uplifting and Cynara of course,
woul d brighten the day.

On a lovely afternoon we saw 76 different bird species, a Comon Dui ker and
a |large Leguaan. Tony Curtis says that he has never seen so nuch water on
the farm which neans there is not much shoreline for the arriving waders but
the reeds are spreading, offering habitat for Common Moorhen, crake and
gal l'i nul e. W did see Common Sandpi per and Wod Sandpi per and Comopn
G eenshank. Qur first bird was a Spur-w nged Goose, rare here, standing
proudly on its rock. The Gey Crowned Crane was in evidence anobng nany
herons, egrets, goose and




plovers. Both Spotted Thick-knee and Water Thick-knee were skul ki ng anpng
the rocks and our winter visitors, the Capped \Weatear could be seen. On
the smaller dans were Wite-faced Duck, Red-billed Teal, Conb Duck and
Little Gebe and Reed Cornorant and Wite-breasted Cornorant while an
African Fish-eagle glided over the water. African Jacana of all ages were
abundant and nuch |ater we saw probably 600 Cattle Egret arriving to roost
on the new dam

The woodl and was fruitful - supplying new species every few mnutes. The
closely cropped pasture was alive with pipits, larks and nunmerous Red-billed
Quel eas. The quality of light was subline, allowing species like the
Scarl et -chested Sunbird to show thenmselves off to their best advantage. It
was dusk before we dragged ourselves away from this idyllic scene. Thank
you to the Bennet famly for allowing us access to such a rich area. Ken
Di xon.

Sunday 29th Septenber 1996, Stapleford QDS 1832D2

Seven of us left town at 0640 and we had the pleasure of Abasi Jana's
company.

Qur over—anbitious plan was to descend the escarprment beyond the John Meikle
Research Station into the Nyankwarara river valley. The first birding stop
along the scenic road to the Research Station was to check on sone African

Black Swifts and Eastern Saw-w ngs. The swifts were nesting there and
amazingly a bird flew at high speed and di sappeared into a crevice in the
apparently solid rock face, later energing at the sane speed. Thi s spot

produced Striped Pipit, Aive Sunbird, Wite-necked Raven and African Qive-
pi geons.

Beyond the Research Station the road descends steeply with hairy hair-pin
bends. W stopped again and “col | ected” a Dark-backed Weaver and an Eastern
Bronze- naped Pi geon which we would have mssed without Abasi’s help. Thi s
pigeon is, | think, still on the Zi nbabwe rarities list and is very
secretive and restricted to the shrinking nontane forest. Further on we saw
and/or heard Yellowbellied Geenbul, Orange-breasted Bush-shrike, Gorgeous
Bush-shri ke and dive Bush-shrike, Bl ack-backed Puffback, Yellow-fronted
Canary and the ubiquitous Dark-capped Bul bul. I"I'l  resist rapturous
descriptions of scenery but nmust nention the Pale Batis and the Blue-nantled
Crested Flycatcher spotted and identified by Abasi who is based at ABERFOYLE
where he conducts bird walks and his claimto fame is the Pal mnut Vulture
whi ch he has been observing for two years. He now reports that a mate for
this rare bird has recently arrived.

We wel comed CGerry and Jill Zanbra newcomers to our outings but experienced
birders and we thank Bridget Holland for the luxury transport, refreshnents
and strenuous driving. Tony Curtis.

M dl ands. Weekend 30t h August — 1st Septenber 1996. SEBAKWE POORT.

We canped at Echo Park near Dutchman’s Pools on the Sebakwe River, QDS
1829D4; the main location of birding was at Sebakwe Poort QDS 1829D3.
Habitat was varied and the turn out of 31 nenbers was good. A total of 147
speci es was recorded.

The cliffs at the Poort are about 130m high and about 200m al ong the base.
The Back Storks nest mainly on the SW cliff-face and can best be viewed
fromthe summit of the NWcliff, reached dter a stiff clinb. The storks
were nmagnificent with nmany stages of devel opnent and different activities in
evi dence. N ne nests



appear to have been active with an estimated 20 to 30 storks. Young, half
grown chicks and recently fledged juveniles and various adult displays were
observed. Peter Mundy believes this colony of Black Storks nornmally
territorial in behaviour, to be unique in the world!

A pair of Lanner Falcons was present and their chick could be heard calling.
A parent wedged a rodent in the cliff face, in an apparent attenpt to induce

the chick to fly. The African Black Swifts and Alpine Swifts were seen. A
special treat was a pair of African Finfoot and an immture. Ber nard

Beekes.

HARARE Garden Bird Survey - \Wat has happened to the Dusky Lark?

Going through Harare’'s Garden Bird records is liable to bring surprises. I
have fed several thousand garden bird records into the conputer and anong
them are twenty records of the Goundscraper Thrush, but none of the Dusky

Lark. Why? Next tine you see a Goundscraper in your garden especially
during April and My, have a cl oser | ook.

The Dusky Lark is unusual. It breeds in Angola, Zaire and Zanbia during the
cold nonths and then perfornms a noult migration to Natal and Mzanbique. It

occurs in Zinbabwe on passage and is nore in evidence in sonme years than
others. In 1956 in BULAWAYO | recorded it in April and May and later in My
at Redbank, HWANGE and Livingstone. It is nmore comon in Matabel el and but |
shoul d have expected 12 years of observations in Harare to produce a few
records. It does appear in Harare as evidenced by the note from the
Rhodesi an Ornithol ogical Society Bulletin No. 32, dated Septenber 1960 by H
G WBass: “The check—ist records the Dusky Lark as occurring uncomonly in
woodl and in Mashonal and. It may, however, be a regular passage m grant
t hrough Sali sbury. | observed 4 in Highlands on 9th May and a single bird
in the Drill Hall grounds on 11th June. I recall seeing a few birds about
the same time | ast year.

The brd is well illustrated in Roberts although the bill and tail appear
longer, giving a slenderer appearance —giving a first inpression of a snall
sized Goundscraper Thrush but the build is wong. On the ground the stance
and behaviour were pipit-like - more horizontal than wupright, actively
runni ng about with bobbi ng head. The birds had a curious habit which they
seenmed to indulge in when the day had warmed up, stopping for a norment and

flexing their wi ngs above their backs —or they stayed notionless for |ong
peri ods. Despite Roberts saying they are shy they permitted a close
approach and when disturbed flew around and alighted not far from where they
took off. The food taken was insects, though one bird was seen pecking the
surface of the tennis court —possibly for grit —as there was no evidence
of insect life at that spot.”

The Editor (Yours truly) added “The author of the above wites | have only

been in S. Rhodesia for a year so the attached note nmay not contain anything
of particular interest. (It does).

The Dusky Lark seems to be rather irregular in its appearance, and is also
frequently overl ooked. The above description is accurate and the mannerism
of flicking their w ngs above their backs is a valuable field character.
Its plunage resenbl es the G oundscraper Thrush



fairly closely but the Jizz is different. The thrush holds itself upright;
the lark parallel to the ground and it’'s habit of stretching its w ngs out
behi nd which | think of as “shrugging its shoulders” - Dr. R MHarw n.

An OKAVANGO Bi rdwat chi ng Experi ence

On 19 July we drove into Botswana from Bul awayo via Pluntree. An overnight
stay at Nata Sanctuary produced no flam ngo sightings, but the pelicans were
still congregating at the nouth of the Nata River. The follow ng norning s
drive to Maun was uneventful. Qur flight over part of the vast and
beautiful floodplain that afternoon was on the other hand wonderful.

Due to average rains in Angola after a long drought the delta did not
experience flooding until June in the southern area and the water will
probably not reach Maun this year. The |ocals expressed disappoi ntnent but
we were enchanted by the plains of water seen from the air. As we
approached Chiefs Island we flew high over a flock of 50 or more Wattled
Cr ane. We saw an Osprey while reclining in our nokoro; we see them in
Australia so it was special to see them in Africa. O her sightings of
interest were Swanp Boubou, Yellowbilled Ducks, Long-toed Lapw ngs,
Hartl aub’s Babbl ers and Burchell’s Starlings.

After a stimulating 6 days we flew northwest to Xakenaxa which is within the
borders of Mrenm Park where there are extensive Mpane forests and against
this wonderfully varied setting we saw 4 African Skimrers sitting by a pan,
Brown-t hroated Wavers, a Slaty Egret and Banded Martins. Qur total of

species was 148 and we also spotted a few lovely mammuls including the
elusive Sitatonga - and a couple of lions. Rob and Karen Donnan.

Bot swana Birdi ng Selinda Concession

W were lucky to be able to spend a week in the Selinda Concession next to
the Zibidianja lagoon. This is supplied with water by the Kwando River and
enpties into the Linyanti swanps, in tinmes of flood water enters the Selinda
spillway pushing towards the Gkavango and also flows into the Savuti.
Surrounding the lagoon on the eastern side is a fringe of riverine

vegetation with some nmagnificent trees - Jackal berry, nangosteen, knob-
thorn and wild bird plumto name a few On the western side the |andscape
is more open with palm covered islands. Birdlife proved interesting and a
contrast to Zi nbabwean avifauna. The palm trees yielded a variety of
raptors, nesting Wite-backed WVulture, Red-necked Falcon and Dickinson's
Kestrel . The riverine vegetation proved particularly rewarding - both

African Red-eyed Bul bul and Dark- capped Bul bul feeding within the same tree,
a colourful Schalow s Turaco and Arrow—arked Babblers and Hartlaub's
Babbl er foraging wthin the undergrow h. Large flocks of Burchell’s
Starlings fed on fruit and at night a variety of bird calls were heard
interspersed with those of trunpeting elephant, roaring lion, howing hyaena
and grunting hippo. Fiery-necked Nightjar called fromin land whilst Swanp
Ni ghtjar sung from the swanp edge. OMets were well represented — African
Scops-ow , Pearl-—spotted OM et and African Barred OMet. The only large ow
seen was the highlight of the trip - a Pel’s Fishing-owl, struggling to be
heard above the roars of



two nmale |ions. At the waters edge shortly after dawn thousands of doves
flew in to drink, followed by large flocks of Burchell’s Sandgrouse and
Doubl e- banded Sandgrouse, their soft calls just audible from 500 netres.
During the heat of the day African Mrsh-harrier foraged over the reeds,
Martial Eagle pursued francolin and Wite-headed Vulture flew in to |oaf and
drink. We were occasionally distracted by four |egged activity - a lioness
stal king kudu and |lechwe and finally catching a warthog, elephant wallow ng
in the mud and nunerous antelope and zebra held our interest. In conclusion

a nemorable week with a tally of over 120 species including plenty of
lifers. Martin Smith.

Interesting Sightings

Pl ace - “Tomatin”, Spring Heights Road of f Shanva Road. GPS ref:

S 17 43 771 E 31 12 058

15t h August 12.20 p.m 5 Wite—backed Vultures over flew Wto E

16th August 4.05 p.m 1 Bl ack-chested Snake-eagl e nobbed by Pied O ow
8th Sept. 10.00 a.m 2 Wite Storks over flew NNE to SSW

The White Storks are a first for nmy property and bring its species total up
to 165 in 24 years since 1972.
Mac Kirkpatrick

Late August 1996. African Qdive-pigeon HARARE BOTANI C GARDENS. Frances
Al l an.

TAI L FEATHERS

Report on Blue Swallow from The Star — 21st May 1996

It has been a disastrous season for the Blue Swallow in South Africa. At
the two remmining Blue Swallow breeding sites in Mumal anga (Ed. Eastern
Transvaal ) only 11 fledglings survived. Rai n washed away nests and limted
feedi ng hours because the birds eat on the wing and dine on flying insects.
Squeezed into two single pockets of nontane grassland, the birds had no
alternate feeding areas. In these conditions, adults put everything into
trying to stay alive and neglect their fledglings” says R chard Huggett,
Chai rman of the Endangered Wldlife Trust (EW) working group.

At the Sable/Gaskop site there were 13 active nest sites and 8 fledglings
survived. At the second site Kaapsehoop, only 3 fledglings survived from 8

active nests. Normally 3 eggs are laid twice a season, with 2 to 3 eggs
hat chi ng per clutch. At Kaapsehoop in the 94/95 season, there were 10
fledglings from 8 10 pairs. This season 25 birds returned but there will

only be 8 breeding pairs. They produced 34 eggs, of which 11 hatched. of
these 6 were taken by predators. Utimately 4 fledged and 1 died. Bl ue
Swal lows tend to feed in grassland drainage |ines. Rehabi litating drai nage
lines specifically in Blue Swallow habitat is reconmended. Burning is
necessary to rejuvenate these areas to help inprove the feeding. Rai n was
not the only factor in the deterioration of the Blue Swallows, Huggett
stressed. The only other populations of Blue Swallows are in the Karkloof,
near



Pietermaritzburg in Kwazulu Natal, the Eastern Highlands in Zi nbabwe and
Mal ol otje in Swazil and, where the popul ation i s declining.

Peter Lawson, a Committee nenber of EW, nmde the point that the birds
mgrate up to Uganda but don’t breed there. On a trip to Uganda | ast
winter, Evans, (a student at Potchefstroom University) visited Blue Swallow
habitats and did not see one bird. Lawson says that there are possibly only
200 Blue Swallows left in the world. Thanks to Flag Stableford for this~

Vi deo Tape Library

There are seven videos in the QAZ library. They are:

Newran’ s Birds Volunme 1 - An Introduction

Newman’ s Birds Vol une 2 - Ckavango Magic

Haunt of the Fi shing-ow

An Introduction to Water Birds of South Africa

Quy G bbons Birds of the Kruger National Park (Bird calls)
AECI - Beginners Guide to Bird Song of Southern Africa

. Hyaena: The Si st erhood

These are obtai nable from John Paxton at Lasovsky Brothers, 14 Robson
Manyi ka Avenue Harare. Phone 794611/ 2/ 3.

NogoA~rWNE

Loan Fee $10 for 3 nights (The fee will go towards the purchase of further
t apes) . If anyone has tapes they would like to lend or donate to the
library, please contact John Paxton.

For Sal e

1. Back numbers of Honeyguide will be available in the Mikuvisi Wodl ands
shop at a noni nal fee.

2. Kodak Carousel slide nmgazines, 11. Each holds 80 slides. Price:
$220 each. Interested persons contact Mke Marriot Phone Harare 492059
between 7 and 9 a.m or after 5 p.m

3. “Silly Birds and Mre Silly Birds of Southern Africa” are great fun
books to have and to give as presents. They are readily available, with
ot her books by David Bygott at all good bookshops.

Want ed

Anyone with a Mana Pools Lodge booking who cannot take it up. Pl ease

contact Dave Gray Phone 885406 or 14 Fisher Avenue Borrowdal e.



